Results of treatment of cancer of the cervix in Wellington 1980-4.
A review was undertaken of all 115 women with invasive carcinoma of the cervix referred for treatment to the Wellington regional centre during the period 1980-4. In comparison with the previous five year period, there were 31 (37%) more patients, and a higher proportion of patients had stage I and II disease. The incidence of disease was significantly greater in Maori compared with nonMaori. Treatment was by various combinations of surgery and radiation according to agreed protocols. The actuarial survival at five years was 73% for the whole group, 89% for 64 stage I patients, 65% for 28 stage II patients and 45% for 19 stage III patients. The actuarial risk of a major treatment complication within the first five years was 8.8%. These results confirm that regional centres in New Zealand employing a multidisciplinary approach to patient assessment and treatment can achieve high cure rates with an acceptable incidence of treatment complications. However, prevention of the disease by effective cervical screening programmes should remain an objective of health services in New Zealand.